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TAGS: EAGR, JM 

SUBJECT: SUGAR CANE SMUT DISEASE DISCOVERED ON TWO ESTATES IN 
JAMAICA 

1 . FOR THE FIRST TIME SUGAR CANE SMUT DISEASE HAS BEEN 
DISCOVERED IN JAMAICA. THE DISEASE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED 

ON INNSWOOD AND BERNARD LODGE SUGAR ESTATES IN ST CATHERINE. 
ONE OF WIDEST GROWN VARIETIES IN JAMAICA, HJ5741, IS HIGHLY 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE DISEASE, AND PLANTING WILL BE DISCONTINUED. 
ACCORDING TO SUGAR INDUSTRY AUTHORITY, SURVEYS ARE BEING 
CARRIED OUT BY THE SUGAR INDUSTRY RESEARCH INSTITUTE (SIRI), 
AND THE ALL ISLAND JAMAICA CANE FARMERS ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN 
NOTIFIED. SIRI'S ASSISTANT DIRECTOR STATED THAT NOTIFICATION 
OF DISCOVERY OF DISEASE IS BEING SENT TO OVERSEAS SUGAR 
JOURNALS AND SUGAR CANE GROWING INTERESTS IN LOUISIANA, FLA 
AND CARIBBEAN. 

2. SIRI HAS STARTED DISTRIBUTION OF RESISTANT VARIETIES, 

B4362, B41227 AND B11129, TO SUGAR CANE CULTIVATORS ACROSS 
THE ISLAND, AND SCREENING OF THESE FOR RESISTANCE TO THE 
DIEASE IS BEING UNDERTAKEN. DISEASE IS BEING CURBED 

BY TAKING OUT AFFECTED STALKS AT BASE OF CANE RATHER THAN 
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AUTHORITIES HAVE EXPRESSED FEARS THAT IF DISEASE SPREADS 
THERE MAY BE SHORTAGE OF REPLACEMENT VARIETIES. 

3. PRELIMINARY RESEARCH BY SIRI INDICATES THAT INFESTATION 
APPEARS "AT A FAIRLY LOW LEVEL", AND IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 
ANY SIGNIFICANT YIELD LOSSES WILL OCCUR IN THE 1976/77 
(DECEMBER-JUNE) CROP. HOWEVER, THE 1977/78 RATOON CROP 
MAY BE AFFECTED, BUT EXTENT IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. 
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